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Tempus III TiGr5 Chronograph: Charge of the Light Brigade

This spring, independent family-owned watchmaking company Edouard Koehn, based in La Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzerland, is charging ahead with the introduction of the Tempus III collection crafted in Grade 5 Titanium comprising two new chronograph models brimming with vernal energy – the Tempus III Skeleton and Tempus III Guilloché. Both are equipped with the Tri-Compax EK-CHR-MVT01 chronograph self-winding Manufacture movement developed by Concepto, an independent Swiss Manufacture of high-end mechanical movements based in La Chaux-de-Fonds.
Skeletonised movements date back to around the mid-eighteenth century with the aim of reducing the weight of the movement and to showcase its bare mechanical beauty. The Tempus III Skeleton Chronograph in titanium is already lightweight and the skeletonised calibre allows for casual appreciation of the EK-CHR-MVT01 chronograph movement. Comprising 245 components and a ceramic ball-bearing oscillating weight, the skeletonised movement transforms this Tempus III model into a head-turner exuding a classy touch of technical sophistication. 
Guilloché dIals are magical as the metallic surfaces with engraved geometric patterns diffuse light in entrancing ways. Light that bounces off the many different dial facets depending on how one’s wrist is angled translates into alluring dance performances. The Tempus III Guilloché Chronograph is a poetic play on light and a reminder of watchmaking tradition because guilloche work on watch dials is a centuries-old craft. 
The new Tempus III collection literally gives colour to yet another chapter in the brand’s storied chronograph journey. In horological history, the brand’s namesake founder Edouard Koehn (1839 to 1908) was recognised for his mastery of chronographs, an iconic complication that featured prominently in the brand’s legacy.
The inspiration for Tempus III is drawn from the sixties and seventies, an era when great strides were made in the development of travel and sports, which in turn revolutionised lifestyle activities. This led to the need for more suitable timepieces such as those featuring different time zones and robust watches built for sports.





Tempus III is designed as an everyday watch; whether for formal or casual wear thanks to its lightweight, sophisticated and sporty form factor. A titanium watchcase is generally forty percent lighter as compared to one in steel. This lightweight feature, coupled with its 100-metre water resistance and screw-down crown, positions Tempus III as an ideal partner for active lifestyles. Comfortable, lightweight and robust, Tempus III will prove itself more felicitous over time; hence the brand’s motto: “Timeless Journeys & Endless Discoveries”. 
Described as the metal of the future, the physical properties of titanium and its alloys, being lightweight while offering high strength and corrosion resistance, led to its widespread use in aerospace, medical and military applications. Titanium alloys were used for military as well as commercial aircraft from the 1960s. For example, titanium alloys were the primary material used in the construction of the Lockheed SR-71 “Blackbird”, the fastest manned jet, which made its maiden flight in 1964. 
The case of Tempus III is crafted from Grade 5 Titanium. Grade 5 Titanium alloy is widely used in many industries as it offers a higher tensile strength and yield point as compared to pure titanium. The original colour of Grade 5 Titanium is grey; however, thanks to the offering of ceramic bezels, counters and flanges in hues of either blue, green or black, the Tempus III collection offers a refreshing proposition for those who enjoy having colours as part of their stylistic expressions. Titanium bezels are an option for the purists at heart.
The contemporary sporty case design unique to Edouard Koehn is aesthetically enhanced in a more compact form that is 41mm in diameter and 14.5mm in height, further accentuated by colours on the dial and bezel manifesting youthfulness. Tempus III is therefore suitable for smaller wrist sizes including the fairer sex. Vulcanised rubber straps with the easy-change system allows for convenient strap changes. 
The Tempus III Skeleton and Guilloché chronographs are lightweight in nature but there is no denying their substance. Such a combination is the light that enables the Tempus III chronographs to shine. 
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